
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING DATE:  October 2009  ITEM NUMBER:  15

TITLE:  Status Report on Department of Fish and Wildlife Land Exchange 

PREPARED BY:    Leslie Ryan‐Connelly, Senior Outdoor Grants Manager 

APPROVED BY THE DIRECTOR: 

 
Proposed Action:  Briefing 

Summary 
Per board resolution #2009-018, the Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) director, after 
consultation with the board subcommittee, approved the conversion associated with phase 1 of the 
land exchange between the Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR). Phase 1 included only the properties acquired with funding from the 
Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program. The remainder of the conversion request involving 
lands acquired under Land and Water Conservation Fund grants will be presented for Recreation 
and Conservation Funding Board (board) consideration in November. 
 

Strategic Plan Link 
The board has adopted objectives and strategies to evaluate its policies to ensure that its 
investments meet the state’s recreation and conservation needs, be efficient, and adapt its 
management to meet changing needs. 
 

Background 
Board resolution #2009-018 delegated the board’s authority to the director to approve a conversion 
request from WDFW that would allow an exchange of lands with DNR. After the board’s action, 
WDFW proposed that the RCO and board address their conversion request in two phases.  

• Phase 1 involved only those lands acquired by WDFW with funding assistance from the 
Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program.  

• Phase 2, scheduled for consideration at the November board meeting, will include only 
those lands acquired by WDFW with funding assistance from the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund. 

 
WDFW completed the conversion package for the first phase of the land exchange on August 19, 
2009. A board subcommittee reviewed the proposal and met with the director on August 24, 2009. 
The director and staff responded to questions from the subcommittee about the conversion and 
replacement properties. The subcommittee concurred with the staff recommendation to approve 
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phase 1 of the conversion request. The director subsequently approved the phase 1 conversion 
request after determining that the proposal met all of the criteria for remediation of a conversion per 
state law, administrative code, and board policies. A copy of the director’s memo is attached. 
 

Next Steps 
WDFW and DNR will present the phase 1 land exchange properties to their respective commission 
and board in September for final approval and implementation. 
 
WDFW is working to comply with the conversion requirements related to phase 2 of the land 
exchange including eligibility concerns, cultural resources review, and environmental review. 
WDFW expects to have a complete phase 2 conversion package for board consideration at the 
November meeting. If the board approves the conversion at that meeting, RCO will forward the 
proposal to the National Park Service for final approval. 
 

Attachments 
A. Phase 1 Conversion Memo  

 
 




















