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Q.41

Regional Location and Service Area Map

Naches
Ranger
District

= Primary Service Area Includes Snohomish, King, Pierce, Thurston, Lewis,
Yakima and Kittitas Counties. Less than 40% of our visitors come from
Yakima County.




Q.71 Naches Backcountry Trail System
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Need for Backcountry Trail Maintenance

A. High Public Use and Demand

B. Wilderness Resource Protection

C. Provide a Safe & Positive Visitor Experience
D. Prolong the Life of Existing Structures

E. Address the Maintenance Backlog

NOVA FUNDS ARE CRITICAL
IN ADDRESSING THESE NEEDS!!




BA need for Backcountry Tra11 Mamtenance

Visitors love the Naches Dlstrlct bac‘k 0 \

because of their: Sidere \ I
e Varied settings from alpine meadows to 01 G| gr th forest
e Diverse landscapes from rugged mountains to prlstlne lakes
* Full range of trail difficulty levels
e Easy access (US Highway 12 & State Highway 410)
e Centralized location in Washington State




°#] Need for Backcountry Trail Maintenance

A. High Public Use and Demand (continued)

Backcountry Trail Use* Visitor Origin
Eastern WA

30,000+ visitors each year
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* Estimates derived using Wilderness visitors use stock

permits and field observations



Need for Backcountry Trail Maintenance

B. Wilderness Resource Protection

#1 Issue — Trees Across Trails.

*Soils, water quality, fisheries habitat
and vegetation resources are affected

by blow down and inadequate drainage. ¥ estie — Water'on Trails
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Need for Backcountry Trail Maintenance

C Prov1de a Safe & Posmve Vlsltor ExPenence
umpmg Lake Trall 971 — July 2008 T E

Avalanche
debris
from the
winter of
2007-2008




Need for Backcountry Trail Maintenance

D. Prolong the Life of Existing Structures

\

Over 90 percent of the
2000+ structures on
this trail system are
drainage structures.




Q#1 Need for Backcountry Trail Maintenance
E. Address the Maintenance Backlog

Trail maintenance is NEVER
done....New problems develop
EVERY time we turn around!




Fulfilling the Need
A. Goals and Objectives

e Forest Plan Direction: “Provide a

> diverse system of safe, well

Il

maintained trails for the enjoyment of
all users”
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Fulfilling the Need (continued)
B. Project Scope

This NOVA* project will include:
*Clearing & brushing 75% (285 miles) of trail each year.

*COMPLETE maintenance on 40% (152 miles) of trail.

* 100% clearing & 60% complete maintenance with NRTP grant
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Fulfilling the Need (continued)

C. Maintenance Actions Protect Resources

e Trail clearing is imperative to preventing impacts!!




Q72 Fulfilling the Need (continued)

C. Maintenance Actions Protect Resources

N

N

Drainage structures will be maintained & installed.



°*2  Fulfilling the Need (continued)

D. Maintenance Improves the Visitor’s Experience

3

80+ trees removed by
hand in 10 hours!!

Trail 971, July 2008




Q-2 Fulfilling the Need (continued)

E. Structures will be Maintained




Q72 Fulfilling the Need (continued)

E. Prolong the life of existing structures

)

U

Trail 1120

September 2007




Q.#2 Fulfilling the Need (continued)

E. The public has been involved




Q.#2 Fulfilling the Need (continued)

E. The Backlog Will be Addressed

Our goal is to
avoid costly
reconstruction

projects.

Yakima Herald,
January 31, 2008
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Q-#3¢ Maintenance

*Project Goal and Objectives are Appropriate.

....”Provide a safe, well-maintained
trail system...maximum public
enjoyment of the backcountry...
while protecting resources.”




Readiness to Proceed

We’'re ready!
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Predominately Natural

Three Wilderness Areas

¢224 000+ acres total

*380 miles of system trail




Project Support

WASHINGTON
TRAILS

ASS5OCIATION




Q-#7 Cost-Benefit

** Project Breakdown

e Labor/Per Diem - $96,698
* Transportation - $11,078

* Signs/Supplies $4,700 Transportation

TOTAL $112,476 ] 10%

Signs/Supplies
4%

Labor/Per Diem
86%

**Sponsor Match - $34,890
e Appropriation/Cash $19,890
e Volunteer Labor $15,000

**Requested From RCO -$77,586

This project will cost $395/mile/year.



The Naches District Backcountry Trails Program

Dedicated to providing
high quality backcountry recreation experiences
for you!!






