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New Salmon Report Online: State of the Salmon in Watershed

RCO released the State of Salmon in Watersheds Executive Summary and accompanying interactive Web

site in January. Read the news release. The report documents the positive results of salmon recovery

work including benefits to fish, habitats, and communities such as jobs and economic growth. It also
describes some of the long-term challenges facing salmon such as climate change, increasing
development, and decreasing funding.

The Web site puts online what previously was available as a printed biennial report to the Legislature. It
provides more maps and data, and shares more local perspectives from the regional salmon recovery
organizations around the state. The printable Executive Summary is easy to understand, as are the
stories about salmon recovery in the online report. There are descriptions of the data and context
provided for the viewer. Many of the online charts are data-driven, showing data that can be easily
updated using the state’s data.wa.gov tools. This new way of reporting makes data more accessible to
the public, and makes our data providers more transparent and accountable. We couldn’t have done
this without our many partners in the salmon recovery regions, lead entities, tribes, and sister state
natural resources agencies, especially the Departments of Fish and Wildlife and Ecology. A big thanks to
all of them. See the full report and Web site at www.StateofSalmon.wa.gov.

Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program Project List Nearly Approved

Grant proposals in the Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program (ESRP) are nearing the final stages of

approval. The grant program, a cooperative program between the Department of Fish and Wildlife,
Puget Sound Partnership, and RCO, funds near-shore restoration and land acquisition projects in Puget
Sound. The proposed list of projects (2013 Investment Plan) has been developed and goes to the

partnership’s Leadership Council on February 7 for endorsement before being submitted to the
Legislature for funding consideration.

The science-based program was developed as a mechanism for advancing projects aligned with
strategies of the Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project, which is the near-shore
component of the partnership’s Action Agenda. The investment plan was developed through a
competitive, sound-wide process. Projects were evaluated by a multi-disciplinary, multi-agency technical
review team using Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program’s criteria. The investment plan includes
funding recommendations for state funds and federal Environmental Protection Agency funds made
available to the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife through an agreement between that
department, the Department of Natural Resources, and the Environmental Protection Agency’s National
Estuaries Program. This year, Environmental Protection Agency funding awards are focused on beach
restoration projects that remove shoreline armoring or other structures. For more information contact:
Betsy Lyons, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, (360) 902-2572, or Mike Ramsey, RCO (360)
902-2629.



The survey says...
“RCO staff” — This was the most common response to the survey question “what works well?” In

October and November, many who participated in the 2012 Recreation and Conservation Funding Board
grants cycle took time to complete RCO’s follow-up survey. We asked applicants and evaluators about
their experiences and solicited comments to help explain the responses. The surveys indicate general
satisfaction with the application, technical review, and evaluation processes.

The most common applicant frustration was with PRISM. Most of the concerns with PRISM will be
alleviated with the move to an online application system. To address other concerns, staff will expand
the orientation for evaluators about their roles and expectations, conduct additional analysis to
determine if more time is needed for evaluation presentations or scoring, and look for ways to further
streamline the application process. Thank you to all who responded to the survey. Your feedback will
help RCO improve the application process.

(Prism Logo with this story)

Maps Added to PRISM’s Project Search

In January, RCO added an interactive map to the Project Search feature on its Web site. This map allows
you to see where a project is located. You may zoom around the state by clicking on the map, you may
select different map layers and click on projects to view more information. If you have questions as you
use this new feature, please contact Scott Chapman.

Save the Dates: Salmon Recovery Conference Coming in Spring

Save May 14-15, 2013 for the Salmon Recovery Conference — The Big One is Back!

Who should attend? You, and others like you who are engaged in salmon recovery — project managers,
land trust staff, conservation district personnel, tribal members, city and county staff, planners,
landowners, fishery enhancement groups, hatchery workers, fishing professionals, sport fishers, state
and federal agency staff, fish scientists, restoration ecologists, wetland biologists, fish scientists, and
others involved with salmon recovery in Washington, Oregon, and along the Pacific coast.

Conference focus: Building better salmon recovery projects and sharing lessons learned.

e The conference locale is selected: Vancouver Convention Center.

e The agenda is under development, and it’s going to be great!

e Let us know if you’d like to share what you’ve learned on a project you’ve managed.
e Exhibit space will be available

Registration: Coming soon!

Save the dates—you will want to be at this event.

Salmon Recovery Grants Manual 18 Now Online




The manual guiding salmon recovery grants is now online. RCO has included administrative updates,
minor policy changes, and recommendations by the SRFB Review Panel to this year’s manual. Manual 18
was a topic at the December 6" and 7 SRFB funding meeting. Review the SRFB December Board
Memos. There is also a new summary of administrative changes identified to date. In the 2012 SRFB
Funding Report, the review panel provided recommendations on several items for the 2013 grant round.
Of importance to note is the 2013 Grant Schedule on page 3 of the grant manual. There you will find a
series of important dates guiding the grant round. Please contact your RCO grant manager if you have
any questions.




